
The common wisdom among researchers and
mental health clinicians is that psychopaths
tend to “burn out” in middle age.This impression is supported by research withcriminals (e.g. Hare, McPherson & Forth, 1988,Arboleda-Florez & Holley, 1991). An online survey sought informant reports ofantisocial behavior in likely antisocial individualsin the community who were age 50 or older. Atotal of 2,120 romantic partners, family members,friends and associates of putative antisocialindividuals responded.Of the total survey respondents, 1,215 rated theindividuals according to the nine criteria proposedin the first draft of the DSM-5 forASPD/psychopathy. Symptoms were rated on a 0-3scale, from “0 = Very little or not at all like that” to“3 = Extremely like that,” for a total possible scoreof 27. Responses indicated that participantsunderstood the items. The mean total score for

putative ASPD individuals was 21.19, SD 5.116,and Cronbach’s α was 0.811 for the nine items. Qualitative responses were collected to addvalidity to the numeric scores. Asked if theindividual was manipulative while over age 50,97.67% of respondents agreed. A total of 826 respondents said they knew theindividual both before age 50 and after age 50.Asked if the individual “mellowed out” or “burnedout” and engaged in less manipulation, deceit orantisocial behavior after age 50, 1.91% (17) saidyes, much less; 6.76% (60) said somewhat less;39.30% (349) said no, the same amount ofmanipulation; and 52.03% (462) said themanipulation, deceit and antisocial behaviorbecame worse after age 50. 
Therefore, 91.33% of respondents said the
putative antisocial individual’s behavior was
just as bad or worse after age 50.

Senior Psychopaths: Informant Reports of Deceit, Exploitation and Antisocial Behavior Beyond Age 50

Demographics reported by respondents Behaviors of purported psychopaths Harm suffered by survey respondentsScores on criteria for ASPD/psychopathy proposed in the first draft of the DSM-5
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